X., aged 28, has had a sore throat for four weeks. Two weeks ag,o he had slight earache for one day and since then both ears have diseharged, and during the last six days they have been sore and
painful. There is perforation of both drums and purulent discharge.
The lower halves of both external meati show deep punched-out ulceration with grey surface. There are mucous patches on both sides of the pharynx, and there is a typical specific skin rash and a wellmarked indurated chancre in the foreskin.
Ordinary watch heard at 16 in.; tuning-forks nearly normal.
This case is interesting from several points of view. Purulent otitis nmedia is very rare in cases of secondary syphilis of the pharynx. Deep ulceration of the meati is more common in tertiary than in secondary syphilis. In this case the discharge fromn the middle ears probably irritated the ulcers. Under antisyphilitic treatment and the local application of iodoforini and boric acid, and 5 per cent. clhroni-ic acid, the local symptoms soon cleared up without causing much deafness. The internal ears were not affected.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. PATERSON said he saw a case quite similar, in which the condition of the outer ear was distinctive. Those who saw it readily recognised its nature, as the ulcers were exactly like mucous patches of the pharynx. After treatment, the condition subsided.
Dr. GRANT said that though generally unmistakable, sometimes such patches in the ear were very indefinite. In one case it Was so indistinct that he overlooked the fact that it was a mucous patch, and the diagnosis was made owing to the discovery of a syphilitic patch on the skin in another part of the body. E. R., a collier, aged 18, admnitted on April 20, 1907, complaining of pain in the right ear and back of head for five weeks; discharge frolmi right ear for two weeks, and still later of vomiting and diplopia.
